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Marcu 17 (legislative day, Fesruary 25), 1952.—Ordered to pe-priated 





Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H, R. 2923] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2923) for the relief of Adelaida Reyes, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 


that the bill do pass. 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the admission into the 
United States of the adopted child of a citizen of the United States. 
The child would be considered to be a nonquota immigrant which is 
the status normally enjoyed by the alien minor children of citizens 


of the United States. 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 7-year-old native and citizen of the 
Philippine Islands and she was adopted when 6 months old by Mr. 
and Mrs. Isidro Q. Reyes. Mr. Reyes is a citizen of the United 
States and served in the United States Navy for 16 years until he 
retired in 1931. He was recalled to active service in World War II 
and has again retired after 30 years service in the United States Navy. 

A letter dated September 21, 1951, to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the 
Acting Deputy Attorney General with reference to the case reads as 


follows: 
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ADELAIDA REYES 


SEPTEMBER 21, 1951. 
Hon. Emanvust. CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D, C. 


My Dear Mr. Cuarrman: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2923) for the relief of 
Adelaida Reyes, an alien. 

The bill would provide that, for the purposes of the immigration and natural- 
ization laws, Adelaida Reyes shall be considered the natural-born alien child of 
Mr. Isidro Q. Reyes, a veteran of World War I and World War II, and a citizen 
of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the alien was born in Manila, Philippine Islands, on or about De- 
cember 6, 1944. She is the daughter of Perfecto and Purification Mateo. The 
mother is a sister of Mrs. Isidro Q. Reyes, and the child was legally adopted on 
June 30, 1945, in accordance with the adoption laws in effect in the Philippine 
Islands, by Mr. and Mrs. Isidro Q. Reyes. 

The files further reflect that the adoptive father was born in the Philippine 
Islands, on May 15, 1894, and that the adoptive mother was also born in the 
Philippine Islands. Mr. Reyes served in World War I, in the United States 
Navy, and was retired from active duty on July 1, 1931, after 16 years of service 
and placed on the Reserve list. He was recalled to active service by the Navy 
prior to the outbreak of World War II. He has again been retired after 30 years’ 
service in the Navy. His income of $2,208.72 per year is derived from his retired 
pay as a command warrant officer. Mr. Reves became a citizen of the United 
States through naturalization in Boston, Mass., on May 19, 1919: Mr. and Mrs. 
Reyes were married in May 1931, and Mr. Reyes filed a petition for issuance of 
visa in behalf of his wife on May 6, 1939, which was approved on June 20, 1939. 
Shortly thereafter she arrived in this country and was admitted for permanent 
residence. She returned to Manila in 1940 for a visit and was prevented from 
returning to this country because of the Japanese occupation. Both adoptive 
parents are presently residing in Quezon, the Philippines. Mr. John Samson, 
brother of Mrs, Reyes, stated that the alien is one of about 11 children of his sister, 
Purification Mateo. 

The quota of the Philippine Islands, to which the alien is chargeable, is over- 
subscribed and a quota immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In the absence 
of special legislation it will be necessary for the child to await the issuance of such 
visa in order to enter the United States for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the eircumstances in this case, eligibility for a nonquota visa 
should be granted presents a question of legislative policy concerning which the 
Department of Justice prefers not to make any recommendation. Should the 
bill receive favorable consideration, however, it is suggested that it be amended, 
by deleting all after the enacting clause and inserting the following: ‘That, for 
the purposes of section 4 (a) and section 9 of the Immigration Act of 1924, Adelaida 
Reyes, a native and citizen of the Philippine Islands, shall be considered to be the 
alien, natural-born daughter of Mr. Isidro Q. Reyes, a veteran of World Wars I 
and II, and a citizen of the United States.” 

Yours sincerely, 
Wma. Amory UNDERHILL, 
Acting Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Samuel Yorty, the author of the bill, appeared before 
a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives and submitted the following affidavits in connection 


with the bill: 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, 
City of Manila, ss: 

That we, Isidro Quimpo Reyes and Maria Concepcion Samson, husband and 
wife, American and Filipino citizens, respectively, and residents of No. 61 Maquil- 
ing Road, Cubao, Quezon City, after being duly sworn according to law, depose 
and say: , 

That we are the adopting parents of the minor, Adelaida 8S. Mateo, female, 6 
years old by the 6th of December 1950, having been born on December 6, 1944, 
at No. 530 Legarda, Sampaloc, Manila, by virtue of a decision rendered by the 
Court of First Instance of Manila, dated July 2, 1945, in civil case No. 70387, 


AFFIDAVIT 
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entitled “In the Matter of the Adoption of the Person of Adelaida Mateo, Minor— 
Isidro Quimpo Reyes and Maria Concepcion Samson, Petitioners’’ ; 

That after the said decision, the above-mentioned minor has been always under 
our custody and care, and that her name has been changed to Adelaida 8S. Reyes, 
in accordance with law, adopting our family names; 

That the person known as Adelaida S. Mateo is the one and the same person 
known as Adelaida S. Reyes, the child who is adopted by us. 

Manila, December 1, 1950. 

IstpRo Quimpo REYEs. 
Maria CONCEPCION SAMSON. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of December 1950 in the city 
of Manila, affiants exhibiting their residence certificates Nos. A-—4172346 and 
A-148211 issued at Quezon City, Philippines, and Manila, Philippines, on 
January 3, 1950, and February 6, 1950, respectively. 

[SEAL] ComsTANTINO P. TADENA, 

Notary Public (until December 31, 1950). 


AFFIDAVIT 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, 
City of Manila, ss: 

That we, Paciencia E. Lopez and Ines Mariano, both of legal age, Filipinos, 
residents of No. 1212 Agno Street, Malate, Manila, and Montalban, Rizal, 
respectively, after being duly sworn according to law, depose and say: 

That we personally know Adelaida S. Mateo, Filipino, 6 years of age by the 
yo of December 1950 &nd resident of No. 61 Maquiling Street, Cubao, Quezon 

rity: 

That we personally know that the above-named child is the legitimate child 
of Perfecto Mateo and Purificacion Samson, husband and wife, respectively, 
yom Filipinos, of legal age, and residents of No. 14 Boston Street, Cubao, Quezon 

itv; 

That the said child, Adelaida 8. Mateo, was born on or about the 6th of Decem- 
ber 1944 at No. 530 Legarda Street, Sampaloc, Manila, Philippines; 

That this affidavit is given as a proof to the fact that Adelaida S. Mateo is a 
legitimate child of the above-mentioned spouses, born on December 6, 1944, at 
No. 530 Legarda Street, Sampaloc, Manila, Philippines; and that we personally 
know of this fact because when the said child was born, her parents informed us 
and we were personally present during the baptism of the said child, her parents 
being close friends of ours. 

Pacrencia E. Lopez. 
Ines MARIANO. 
Mania, November 24, 1950. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 24th day of November 1950, in the city of 
Manila, affiants exhibiting their residence certificates Nos. A-14826 and A-148300, 
both issued at Manila, on February 6, 1950, and February 7, 1950, respectively. 

[SEAL] ConsTANTINO P. TAapDENA, 

Notary Public (until December 31, 1950). 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2923) should be enacted. 
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